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 The  future  is  not  somewhere  
we  are  going,  it  is  something  
we  are  creating

 Many  possible  futures

 We  should  be  trying  to  shape  
a  sustainable  future   



National  Strategy  for  Ecologically  
Sustainable  Development

 “a  path  of  economic  progress that  does  not  
impair  the  welfare  of  future  generations”

 “equity  within  and  between  generations”

 “recognition  of  the  global  dimension” 

 “protection  of  biological  diversity  and  the  
maintenance  of  ecological  processes  and  
systems” 



 Australia  18th of  34  OECD  nations

 Below  Canada,  NZ,  even  UK

 Among  worst  in  OECD  on  resource  

use  per  head,  waste  per  head,  GHG / 

GDP,  obesity  rate

 Well  below  average  on  poverty,  

inequality,  gender  pay  gap,  women  in  

elected  office

 Scandinavian  nations,  USA



 Rapid  population  growth

 Growing  consumption  per  person

 Deplete  mineral  resources,  e.g.  Oil

 Over-use  fisheries,  forests,  water 

 Disrupt  climate,  lose  biodiversity

 Economy  demands  resource  

growth

 Widen  inequality

 Materialism  or  fundamentalism





“these  recent  crises - fuel,  food  

and  finance - are  simply  the  

three  canaries  in  the  mine.  

These  are  the  early  warning  

signals  that  our  current  

economic  system  is  simply  not  

sustainable.”

WEF  Global  Agenda  Summit,  2008
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“In  terms  of  some  key  environmental  

parameters,  the  Earth  system  has  moved  

well outside  the  range  of  natural  

variability  exhibited  over  the  last  half  

million  years  at  least.  The  nature  of  

changes  now  occurring  simultaneously  in  

the  Earth  System,  their  magnitudes  and  

rates  of  change  are  unprecedented.”
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Limits  to  Growth  +  40  years  data

On  all key  parameters  [population,  

resource  use,  industrial  output,

agricultural  production  and  

pollution]  we  are  tracking  the  

“standard  run”  which  leads  to  

economic  and  ecological  collapse  

before  2050. 

“No-one  has  to  change.  Survival  

is  optional”



 Denial: Don’t  change,  instead  try  to  

prove  that  change  is  not  necessary    

[John  Kenneth  Galbraith]

 Avoidance:  “Don’t  underestimate  the  

power  of  distraction”  [Woody  Allen]

 Take  responsibility  for  change:  a  small  

group  can  change  the  world  

[Margaret  Mead] 



Population  growth

Consumption  per  

person

Societal  values



 Domination  of  nature  
becomes ecological  
sensitivity

 Consumerism  replaced  by 
quality  of  life

 Individualism -> human  
solidarity



Environmental

Competitive

Liveable

HealthyEfficient

Just

Sustainability
Sustainability is about living within our means.  It is about managing our consumption of resources and balancing 

environmental, economic and social outcomes. It means improving our quality of life, but making that improvement 

without leaving a burden on the future generations. 

Looking after 

our 

Environment
Environmental Sustainability 

is about reducing our impact 

on the environment by 

protecting our air, water and 

land, our native flora and 

fauna.  It means reducing the 

load on our natural 

resources, such as water 

and fuels for energy, and 

decreasing our production of 

waste.

A Better Place 

to Live
Liveability is about 

making Sydney a better 

place to live. It means 

being able to walk to 

your corner shop, local 

school, park or bus stop, 

as well as providing us 

with a choice of housing 

that meets our needs.

Supporting our Economy
Competitiveness is about supporting Sydney's role as a Global city, and ensuring our city's long term economic prosperity.  

It means providing quality infrastructure and services to service our jobs and the economy, and supporting urban centres

Sustainable

Vision for a Sustainable City



S O C I E TY E N V I R T



Natural  systems  give  

us  things  we  all  really  

need





S O C I E T Y

E C O N O M Y

E C O L O G Y



 1800:    end  slavery

 1900:    votes  for  women

 1987: Berlin  Wall

South  Africa  without  apartheid

apology  to  stolen  generations

African-American  US  president

good coffee,  civilised  licensing 

laws  in  Queensland !

 Practically  all  features  of  modern  life



 Our  decisions  shape  the  

future

 Aim:  a  sustainable  future  

 Many  dimensions:  resources,  

economic,  social,  

environmental,  health, cultural,  

spiritual…

 Responsibility  to  other  

species  and  to  future  



a  new  story


