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http://www.ifmayorsruledtheworld.com/

“The crisis in national 

governance is a crisis in 

sovereignty, in the capacity of 

the nation-state to make good 

on the terms of social contract 

on which their founding 

legitimacy turns” 

http://www.ifmayorsruledtheworld.com/


The right to the city

“Democratic revolution is 

impossible without the active 

participation of citizens and 

proposals designed collectively. 

The organizational structure in 

each city will vary according to the 

context, but it should always be 

horizontal and transparent, and 

there must be clear mechanisms to 

allow people who want to join the 

project to participate.”

https://medium.com/@BComuGlobal/barcelona-en-com%C3%BA-publishes-how-

to-guide-to-winning-back-the-city-to-mark-anniversary-of-5158ee0ccb38

https://medium.com/@BComuGlobal/barcelona-en-com%C3%BA-publishes-how-to-guide-to-winning-back-the-city-to-mark-anniversary-of-5158ee0ccb38


How do we link entrepreneurship to 

social equity in the new economy?



How to win back the city

“Democratic revolution is 

impossible without the active 

participation of citizens and 

proposals designed collectively. 

The organizational structure in 

each city will vary according to 

the context, but it should always 

be horizontal and transparent, 

and there must be clear 

mechanisms to allow people 

who want to join the project to 

participate.”

https://medium.com/@BComuGlobal/barcelona-en-com%C3%BA-publishes-how-

to-guide-to-winning-back-the-city-to-mark-anniversary-of-5158ee0ccb38

https://medium.com/@BComuGlobal/barcelona-en-com%C3%BA-publishes-how-to-guide-to-winning-back-the-city-to-mark-anniversary-of-5158ee0ccb38


Sharing Cities – a growing trend

Cities around the world are designing programs 

and policies to make their assets and 

infrastructure more amenable to sharing… 



Ghent – commons-based sharing city

https://www.shareable.net/blog/ghents-quick-rise-as-a-sustainable-commons-based-sharing-city

According to a new report by Michel Bauwens 500 urban commons 

projects are thriving in the Flemish city of Ghent in Belgium:

• REScoop — Renewable energy cooperative

• Buren van de abdij ("Neighbors of the abbey") — Neighborhood-

managed church building

• CLT Gent — Community land trust

• NEST (Newly Established State of Temporality) — Former library 

building turned into a temporary urban commons lab

https://www.shareable.net/blog/ghents-quick-rise-as-a-sustainable-commons-based-sharing-city


Sharing Cities Book

Released Spring 2017

• Housing

• Food

• Transportation

• Work

• Waste

• The Urban Commons

http://www.shareable.net/sharing-cities

http://www.shareable.net/sharing-cities


City as battleground for the Platform Economy

“A platform capitalism that 

is built on socialized risks 

and privatized profits.”

Trebor Scholz, digital labor expert



Platform Cooperativism: a global movement

“While promising to be the great 

equalizers, online platforms 

have often exacerbated social 

inequalities. Can the Internet be 

owned and governed differently? 

What if Uber drivers set up their 

own platform, or if a city’s 

residents controlled their own 

version of Airbnb?”



Platform co-operatives

http://www.shareable.net/blog/a-shareable-explainer-what-is-a-platform-co-op

“A platform co-op is a digital platform — a website or 

mobile app that is designed to provide a service or sell 

a product — that is collectively owned and governed 

by the people who depend on and participate in it. 

That includes those who deliver the underlying service 

by contributing labor, time, skills, and/or assets.”

http://www.shareable.net/blog/a-shareable-explainer-what-is-a-platform-co-op


Green Taxi Cooperative

http://greentaxico-op.com/

• 800 driver-member-owners authorized to capture up to 37% of 

the Denver/Boulder metro taxicab market. 

• Set to become Colorado’s largest taxicab company, and the 

nation’s largest taxicab Co-op and second largest worker 

cooperative. 

• Same convenience and functionality of Uber/Lyft’s but shares 

100% ownership among its member-owners. 

http://greentaxico-op.com/


bHive Bendigo – local platform co-op

www.bhive.coop

A cooperatively owned sharing economy platform for Bendigo.

http://www.bhive.coop/


Australian Platform Co-op Working Group

http://www.getmutual.coop/what-is-a-coop/platform-cooperativism/

The Platform Cooperativism Australia working group will:

• Advocate for a role for platform coops in a fairer future of work

• Work with partners to develop a local research agenda

• Share impactful stories of platform cooperativism’s potential

• Help platform cooperatives get started

http://www.getmutual.coop/what-is-a-coop/platform-cooperativism/
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City support for Commons Economy

http://procomuns.net/en/goals/

Procomuns: new public policy proposals and to promote 

the commons collaborative economy.

1. Highlight the relevance of the commons-oriented model within the 

collaborative economy, and project internationally the relevance of 

commons – oriented production in Barcelona and Catalonia. 

2. Build policy recommendations for the public administrations, 

specifically to be sent to the Plan of Municipal Action (PAM) for the 

next 4 years of the Barcelona City Council, and the consultation 

process of the European Commission, on public policies of promotion 

and regulation of the collaborative economy and the model of city.

3. Provide technical guidelines to build free and open software and 

decentralized technologies for collaborative communities.

http://procomuns.net/en/goals/


NYC Council – support for gig workers

https://livestream.com/internetsociety/platformcoop2016/videos/141642995

• Wage protections for 

freelancers to prevent 

wage theft;

• Considering a bill for 

portable benefits fund 

for rideshare drivers;

• $2 million city grants 

for worker co-ops.

https://livestream.com/internetsociety/platformcoop2016/videos/141642995


Sharing Cities
City governments can facilitate the sharing economy by designing 

infrastructure, services, incentives, and regulations to support responsible 

sharing that can deliver economic, social and environmental benefits. 

http://www.shareable.net/download-your-

copy-of-policies-for-shareable-cities

Policies:

• Transportation

• Housing

• Food

• Work

Emphasis on social 

justice, equity and 

inclusion for citizens 

and residents.

http://www.shareable.net/download-your-copy-of-policies-for-shareable-cities


Rise of the precariat

• Emergence of a new “precariat”

• FT jobs replaced by PT jobs

• Real wages falling

http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2014/04/sharing-economy-is-about-desperation.html

http://www.fastcompany.com/3027355/pixel-and-dimed-on-not-getting-by-in-the-gig-economy

“Many of the people renting out their labor and 

goods through these services will end up making 

a fraction of what they did at their full-time jobs, 

and having none of the benefits.” Kevin Roose

http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2014/04/sharing-economy-is-about-desperation.html
http://www.fastcompany.com/3027355/pixel-and-dimed-on-not-getting-by-in-the-gig-economy

