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Welcome everyone!



Who’s here?



Framing our day, and our conference

 The challenge ahead – “our great work”

 What we’ve achieved so far - the past 12 months

 What’s next for the New Economy Network Australia?

 Details about our Conference



1. The challenge ahead 

– “our great work”



The problems are 

enormous





4 out of 9 “Planetary Boundaries” now 

crossed

• Climate change

• Biosphere integrity

• Nitrogen and 

Phosphorous 

biogeochemical cycles

• Change in land use

• Ocean acidification

• Ozone depletion

• Global freshwater use

• Atmospheric aerosol 

loading

• Chemical pollution

Nature 2009 – Rockstrom, 

Steffen et al



Global inequities

 Profound inequality

 Obesity v starvation

 Over consumption and under 

consumption

 Tim Jackson ‘double 

dividend’ benefits



 Inequality

 Injustice

 Climate Change

 Biodiversity loss

 Loss of ‘the wild’

 Welcome to the 

Anthropocene

The problems are now global
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 The shift from agricultural societies?

 European colonisation from 1600s?

 “Perfect storm” began with Industrial Revolution, eye of the storm mid 20th

Century

 Population growth

 Technological innovation (powered by cheap fossil fuels)

 Resource consumption/pollution

 Global governance: Empire - corporations/governments - neoliberalism

 “The Great Acceleration” from the 1950’s

 Great books about how we got here

 Karl Polanyi, The Great Transformation 

 Robert Lekachman, The Age of Keynes. 

How did we get here?



How do we unravel the mess?



The solutions are already here, all 

around us



What’s the potential of ‘alternative’ 

economics?

 Many different movements have emerged around the world focused on the 

concept of a ‘New Economy’. Although they use different names, such as the 

Social Economy, Solidarity Economy, Sharing Economy, Collaborative Economy, 

Peer to Peer Economy, Steady State Economy, Community Economy and 

Regenerative Economy

 They all share two key goals: 

 (i) to challenge the current dominant system with its reliance on fossil fuels, large 

scale resource extraction and socially unjust structures and wealth distribution, 

and 

 (ii) to create and strengthen diverse economies that serve the needs of people in 

ways that are socially just, culturally diverse and ecologically sustainable.









2. The past 12 months



Our 2016 Conference - Sydney



Steering Group

 Michelle Maloney

 Amanda Cahill

 Darren Sharp

 Jose Ramos

 Bronwen Morgan

 Alan Greig

 David Thompson



Working groups

 Ecological Economics

 Indigenous Economics 

 Feminist WG

 Community Currencies

 Law

 Research/academic

 Subjective Experience

 Food, energy, cooperatives

 Communications

 Social Media

 AV Team

 Events

 Mapping Tools

Thank you for all the skype, zoom and 
loomio adventures ☺ (and thank you Kevin 
Cox)



Website, facebook, twitter

Website: www.neweconomy.org.au

Facebook page: New Economy Network Australia

Facebook group: Building a New Economy for Australia

Twitter: NENA_aus

http://www.neweconomy.org.au/


New Economy Network Australia

 Mission and Objectives of the Network

 The New Economy Network Australia is an alliance of individuals and 

organisations whose mission is to work together to transform Australia’s 

economic system so that achieving ecological health and social justice are the 

foundational principles and primary objectives of the economic system. 

 The objectives of the Network are to:

 Communicate, reveal and challenge the structural injustices and destructive 

impacts of the current dominant economic system in Australia, including its 

reliance on fossil fuels, large scale resource extraction, destruction of biodiversity 

and its socially unjust governance structures and wealth distribution. 

 Facilitate the emergence of a positive vision for diverse economic systems in 

Australia that create: 



Principles
 Ecological Sustainability: 

 That economic activity not only respects and operates within ecological limits, bioregional health 
and planetary boundaries, but also supports the regeneration of natural systems and recognises and 
upholds the inherent rights of nature.

 Social Justice: 

 That everyone can participate and benefit from economic activity in inclusive and equitable ways 
and that this requires working in solidarity to address the historical and ongoing marginalisation of 
certain groups by racism, imperialism, classism, patriarchy and other systems of oppression.

 Democracy: 

 That economic decision-making is participatory, inclusive and transparent and emphasises collective 
stewardship and management of economic resources, activities and outcomes.

 Place-based/ Emphasising Locality:

 Creating greater resilience and strengthening community by rooting wealth and power in place 
through localised economic activity.

 First Nations People in Australia

 NENA acknowledges that the sovereignty of the First Nations People of the continent now known as 
Australia was never ceded by treaty nor in any other way. NENA acknowledges and respects First 
Nations Peoples’ laws and ecologically sustainable custodianship of Australia over tens of thousands 
of years through land and sea management practices that continue today.

 NENA also acknowledges and respects the ancient, Earth-centred, steady state economic system that 
was created and managed by First Nations People across the continent for millennia. Australian 
society is in debt to First Nations People for many aspects of the modern economy



Draft constitution



NENA Activities

 Activities of the Network

 Members of NENA will work together to: 

 Build a ‘community of practice’; a network where people who want to build the 

New Economy can find each other, learn from one another, share information and 

participate in different kinds of movement building.

 Facilitate collaboration, education and peer-to-peer relationships that strengthen 

the Network and the movement.

 Facilitate, host and co-host events and projects that strengthen relationships 

between members and work to achieve the objects of the network.

 Create processes to enable Members of the Network to promote their work, 

connect with others, and invite support for their cause or advocacy campaign



‘Survey’ and NENA Map of Australia

http://bit.ly/NENAmap

http://bit.ly/NENAmap


Social gatherings in several cities



This gathering

 Officially ‘launch’ NENA

 Collectively develop strategies

 Build relationships

 Build the foundations for working together



3. What’s next for 

NENA?



What’s next for the network?

 1. This gathering – everyone’s invited to share their ideas about what we 

can/should be doing; and to volunteer to be involved

 2. After the conference – the next 12 months



At the conference - strategies

 “Building the Network” sessions

 Three ‘repeat’ sessions

 Everyone’s invited to attend at least one

 Facilitated by members of the NENA Steering Group

 To gather your ideas, suggestions



After the conference – next 12 months

 Steering Group will hold the space as we continue to build the network

 Work off the current constitution

 Set up membership

 Incorporate NENA as a legal entity (no more auspicing by AELA)

 Hold elections for the Steering Group

 Develop more sophisticated website – resources, links, build the map

 Build logo, brand recognition etc

 Media and communications strategies

 Working groups – hubs of activity to build the network

 Existing groups can continue

 New ones may form here at the conference

 New process for keeping everyone informed



Working group/membership ‘webinars’

 ‘NENA Central’ will set up the technology

 Working groups can meet and work together, independent of any central ‘hub’

 Everyone interested can join NENA meetings via NENA Webinars

 Reps from working groups give brief verbal report/update

 Everyone in the network can tune in for updates, and provide input, get involved



4. Our Conference



Overview

 Program

 Catering

 Our venues (map exercise)

 Side Events

 Final sessions

 Managing our time across a busy weekend

 How we can best work together

 Updates from some of our conference activities/sessions

 Open session – Darren Sharp

 AV Team – Mike Dowson

 ‘Bumblebees’ – Tirrania Suhood

 Building the Network – Amanda Cahill



Program & Catering

 3 days, 90+ speakers

 Friday – The Edge

 Morning and afternoon tea

 Saturday – Griffith University College of Art 

 Morning and afternoon tea

 Sunday – Griffith University + The Edge

 Morning tea

 Side Events

 Dinner Friday night

 Dinner Saturday night

 Day Trip to Stradbroke Island

 Visit to UCS



Map 1



Map 1

You are 

here!

(today)



Map 1

Tomorrow



Map 2



Side events (name tag = ‘ticket’)

 1. Friday 1st September – Muooz Restaurant, West End (short walk from Day 1 Conference Venue), 
Social Drinks and Day 1 Dinner- 6pm

 2.  Saturday 2nd September – Conference Dinner - Food Connect, Salisbury.  Organic Dinner, Site 
Visit, Arts Projection and Brisbane launch of the Organic and Regenerative Investment Coop 
(ORIcoop) - 5.30pm.  Delegates will be picked up from QCA Lecture Theatre via charter bus, taken 
to the Food Connect Hub and returned to South Bank by 9pm

 3. Monday 4th September - Day trip to Stradbroke Island, to join a Cultural Walk hosted by 
Quandamooka people and learn about First Nations People’s businesses and economic transition 
strategies on Stradbroke Island.  The day trip includes charter bus pick up from South Bank at 
7.30am, ferry tickets, cultural walk and presentation about indigenous businesses.  Delegates will be 
returned to South Bank by 5.30pm Monday afternoon.  Participants are invited to bring their own 
lunch or purchase lunch from a café at Stradbroke Island.  

 4. Monday 4th September – 10am - 12noon - Site Visit to UCS, Brisbane Workers Community Centre, 
2 Latrobe Terrace, Paddington. Participants will be given a brief presentation about the 50-year 
history of the Union Cooperative (UCS) and its plans to redevelop its Paddington property into a co-
operative owned and operated, ESD&R designed 'green building' and social enterprise 
complex. Participants are invited to find their own way to the venue by 9.45am, for a 10am start. 
Limited to 30 people – no cost.



The spirit of our work together this 

weekend

 Managing our time across a busy weekend

 Time management is critical

 Saturday and Sunday morning: we START at the time listed (eg 3pm); 

we FINISH 50 minutes later, so people can move between sessions (eg 3.50pm)

 Principles for working together

 Respect

 Patience

 Inclusiveness

 Relationships are primary



Chairpersons

for Sat and Sun sessions
Come and see me in the lunch break for more information ☺



Updates from some of our conference 

activities

 Open sessions – Darren Sharp

 AV Team –recording conference sessions – Mike Dowson

 ‘Bumblebees’ – Tirrania Suhood

 Building the Network – Amanda Cahill



Time for our speakers! 

☺


